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Richmond, Va. ~ The Fourth Annual RVA Environmental Film Festival (RVA EFF), to be held around 

the second weekend in February, 2014, is right around the corner! The Enrichmond Foundation, Falls 

of the James Group - Sierra Club, Capital Region Land Conservancy, EarthCraft Virginia and the 

James River Green Building Council have been working together to make sure this year's festival is the 

best yet, with many insightful films designed to raise awareness of environmental issues relative to all 

residents of our planet - and to Richmond citizens in particular. 

 

The film selection subcommittee is pleased to announce that it will show Nitro, by local filmmaker Kate 

Fowler, at the Byrd Theatre on February 8, 2014 around 4:00 PM. This special screening will include 

new material from the filmmaker’s recent visit to the location.  Nitro is a 16mm documentary film and 

photography project about Nitro, West Virginia. Nitro, WV, is a small boomtown, nestled in the heart of 

Appalachia’s ‘Chemical Valley’. Formed, maintained and reliant upon the chemical and rubber 

industries, the town embodies many of the environmental issues West Virginian’s currently face. 

Having housed a Monsanto plant for over 50 years, residents of Nitro have simultaneously relied upon 

this company for economic stability, while battling the repercussions of the toxic chemicals they’ve 

produced. Elevated cancer rates, high levels of Dioxin in local water ways and homes and rare auto-

immune disorders have disrupted the lives of long-term residents, and have rendered the fertile valley 

and river surrounding this region unusable. 

“Unfortunately, the screening of Nitro is all too timely in light of the January 9 disaster in Charleston, 

WV, where a chemical used to process coal leaked from a storage container into the Elk River, the 

main water source in the region”, says filmmaker Kate Fowler. “I hope this film will further raise 

awareness of our collective vulnerability to the chemicals that are being produced all around us.” 

Thanks to generous sponsors such as Bon Secours, Whole Foods Market, the Sierra Club-Falls of the 

James Group, REI, EarthCraft Virginia, Carytown Merchants Association, Slow Food RVA, James River 

Association, Carytown Merchant’s Association, Watershed Architects, Sunflower Solar, Bakers Crust, 

and The Fresh Market, this event is free and open to the public. This year's Festival will also feature a 

reception to take place on Feb. 7th at the Visual Arts Center of Richmond and an environmental short 

film contest. 

 

More information about other films, guests and speakers, specific schedules for each day, and 

volunteer opportunities, are available at http://rvaenvironmentalfilmfestival.com.  

 

### 

mailto:tara@capitalregionland.org
http://rvaenvironmentalfilmfestival.com/

