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Richmond, Va. ~ The Fourth Annual RVA Environmental Film Festival (RVA EFF), to be held around the 

second weekend in February, 2014, is right around the corner! The Enrichmond Foundation, Falls of the 

James Group - Sierra Club, Capital Region Land Conservancy, EarthCraft Virginia and the James River 

Green Building Council have been working together to make sure this year's festival is the best yet, with 

many insightful films designed to raise awareness of environmental issues relative to all residents of our 

planet - and to Richmond citizens in particular. 

For the last six months, the RVA EFF Committee has been accepting submitted video on environmental 

subjects in Virginia as part of its first annual local documentary contest. Today, the RVA EFF Committee 

is proud to announce today the winners. 

1st prize and $1,000 check goes to Melissa Lesh for her film, “James River Sturgeon”. 

2nd prize and a $300 check goes to Briget Ganske and her film “Belle Isle”. 

Runner up prizes and checks for $100 each go to Dave Miller for his film “Breathing Life Into the 

Chesapeake”, and Ellie Morris for her film “An Affair with the James”. 

These winning films will be screened at the Byrd Theater on Sunday, February 9, as part of this year’s 

RVA EFF. Checks will be presented to the winners on that day as well. The Sierra Club Falls of the James 

group generously donated the money for the prizes. This is in addition to its continued RVA EFF founding 

sponsorship. A subcommittee of the RVA EFF Committee did the judging. 

 “This is the first year of the contest, and despite efforts, there was some difficulty with submission 

process and organization, but I really think the high quality of the submissions themselves and the good 

intentions of the filmmakers have made this contest work and for that I am very thankful,” said Scott 

Burger, RVA EFF Committee member. “Remarkably, all of the submissions coincidentally had a common 

theme of bodies of water. I really hope people come out to the Byrd for the screenings and appreciate 

the amazing homegrown talent.” 

Burger went on to say that he looks forward to improving future iterations of the local documentary 

contest right along with the expanding festival. 

Thanks to generous sponsors such as Bon Secours, Whole Foods Market, the Sierra Club-Falls of the 

James Group, REI, EarthCraft Virginia, Carytown Merchants Association, Slow Food RVA, James River 

Association, Carytown Merchant’s Association, Watershed Architects, Sunflower Solar, Bakers Crust, and 

The Fresh Market, this event is free and open to the public. This year's Festival will also feature a 

reception to take place on Feb. 7th at the Visual Arts Center of Richmond as part of First Friday 

celebrations. 

More information about other films, guests and speakers, and specific schedules for each day will be 

made available as the event becomes nearer. For more information on the Festival, including 

sponsorship and volunteer opportunities, visit www.rvaenvironmentalfilmfestival.com. 
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